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that an appointment would have been sought, much less obtained,
for her in the suite of the departing princess.

The fair young Boleyn. as one of the maids of honour to the
princess Mary, had, of course, a place assigned to her near the
person of the royal bride at the grand ceremonial of the espousal
of that princess to Louis XII. of Prance, which was solemnized
August 13,1514. in the church of the Grey Friars, Greenwich, the
duke of Longueville acting as the proxy of his sovereign. In
September Anne attended her new mistress to Dover, who was
accompanied by the king and queen, and all the court. At Dover
they tariied a whole month on account of the tempestuous winds,
which did great damage on that coast, causing the wrecks of
several gallant ships, with awful loss of lives. It was not till the
2nd of October that the weather was sufficiently calm to admit of
the passage of the royal bride. Long before the dawn of that day,
Anne and the rest of the noble attendants, who were all lodged in
Dover castle, were roused up to embark with their royal mistress.
King Henry conducted his best-loved sister to the sea-side, and
there kissed her, and committed her to the care of God, the
fortune of the sea, and the governance of the Trench king, her
husband. She and her retinue went on board at four o'clock in
the morning. Great perils were encountered on the voyage, for a
tempestuous hurricane presently arose and scattered the fleet.
The ship in which Anne sailed with her royal mistress was sepa-
rated from the convoy, and was in imminent danger for some
hours; and when at last she made the harbour of Boulogne,
grounded in the mouth of the haven. Fortunately the boats
were in readiness, and the terrified ladies were safely conveyed
to the shore. Wet and exhausted as the fair voyagers were,
they were compelled to rally their spirits the instant they landed,
in order to receive, with the best grace their forlorn condition
would permit, the compliments of a distinguished company of
French princes, prelates, nobles, knights, and gentlemen, who
were waiting on the strand to offer their homage to their beau-
tiful young queen.

The fair travellers were conducted with solemn pomp to the
town of Boulogne, where they obtained needful rest and refresh-
ment, with the liberty of changing their wet garments. Anne
proceeded with her royal mistress and the rest of the train, by
easy journeys, till within four miles of Abbeville, when the bride
and aU her ladies, clad in glittering robes, mounted white palfreys,
forming an equestrian procession of seven-and-thirty. Queen
Mary's palfrey was trapped with cloth of golj: her ladies Trere
dressed in crimson velvet. Anne Boleyn was an assistant at the